Group Work (modified from Brown, 2001)
Advantages

· Generates interactive language

· Embraces affective climate

· Promotes learner responsibility and autonomy

· Gives opportunity for individualized instruction

(Poor) Excuses for not doing group work (how would you refute them?)
· Teacher no longer in control

· Learners will use first language

· Errors will be reinforced

· Teachers can’t monitor all groups

· Some learners prefer to work alone

Tasks for the teacher: Select appropriate groups 

Pair or larger group

Tasks for the teacher: Choose from this list of typical group tasks

· Games

· Role-play and simulations

· Drama

· Projects

· Interviews

· Brainstorming

· Information gap

· Jigsaw (including strip stories)       

In my experience, jigsaws often involve two sets of tasks/ information exchange in which ‘expert’ groups exchange information with second groups

· Problem-solving

· Opinion exchange

Tasks for the teacher: Planning group work

· Introduce technique

· Justify use

· Model

· Give explicit instructions

· Divide class

· Check for clarification

· Set task in motion

Tasks for the teacher: Monitor task as it develops

Tasks for the teacher: Debrief

