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Current Sex Education in Ontario

· ¨The current sex education in Ontario was created in 1998 and has never been updated.

· ¨If there are some parents who feel that for cultural or religious reasons their children should not get these lessons, they may remove them from class the day the material is covered.

· ¨The curriculum was developed after more than a year of consultations between academics, students, educators and ministries from other provinces.

· ¨The revised curriculum was available online in January 2010 and was expected to be implemented in the fall.

· ¨The new curriculum saw grade 3 students being taught about gender identity and sexual orientation.  This is the first time this topic has been specified in the sex education curriculum.

· ¨The controversy began in April 2010 – 3 months after it had been posted.

· ¨The proposed changes outraged some religious and conservative groups who say they're not comfortable with teaching kids as early as Grade 3 about same-sex families.

· ¨Evangelist Charles McVety formed an Ontario Christian coalition who threatened to pull their children from the public schools.  He stated “I can’t imagine a child now has to question their gender, question their identity.  I think there’s enough confusion among our children in the world, for them now having to question themselves.  This is where I would draw the line.”

· ¨The Muslim community also had a large reaction and believed that these matters were private.

· ¨A protest was set to happen on May 10, 2010 by a number of family-focused groups.

· ¨Premier Dalton McGuinty defended the concerns by stating, “We can provide (this information) in a format and in a venue where we can have some control or they can get it on their own and be informed by potentially uninformed sources like their friends at school or the Internet.”

· ¨On April 22, 2010 the Ontario Government declared that they were pulling the new curriculum and that they would consider more broadly the role of parents in sexuality education.

· ¨“It's obvious from listening to parents over the past two days that the curriculum needs a "serious rethink," McGuinty stated.

· ¨“There's no need to rush into setting up a new sex-ed curriculum.  We'll take our time to get it right." said McGuinty.

Why Discuss Sexuality in Elementary School?
· Teachers help children learn to share public space

· Sexuality is already present in students’ lives

· Easily integrated into curriculum: Health and Physical Education, Language Arts, Social Studies

· Gender identity and sexuality are inescapable

· Respect and tolerance of diversity

· Name calling exists

· Cultural message tells students that hate speech directed toward lesbians and gays is allowed

· Oppression against homosexuality is related to and other oppressions
Why Don’t Teachers Discuss Sexuality in Elementary School?

· Risk of losing their jobs

· Political controversy

· Assume children cannot deal with the topic

· Scared of complaints from parents and community

· Personally uncomfortable with gay and lesbian discussions
· Censorship/Self-censorship

What Do Children Think?

· Children felt that they were old enough to learn the truth

· Children identified with the isolation which might be felt if one’s parents were homosexuals

· Children demonstrated that gay and lesbian issues can be integrated in several places in the curriculum
Resources

· Books: My Princess Boy, The Sissy Duckling, The Two Dads, Heather Has Two Mommies, And Tango Makes Three, Daddy, Papa and Me
· Specialized Curriculum Documents: Rainbows and Triangles – A Curriculum Document for Challenging Homophobia and Heterosexism in the K-6 Classroom 
In the Classroom

· Read Alouds

· Independent Reading

· Discussions

· Reader’s Theatre
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