	Grade:
	4
	Subject or

Strand(s):
	Heritage and Citizenship – Medieval Times

	Length:

	100 Minutes (2 days) 
	Teacher:
	

	Description

 “crux” of the lesson, where and how does it fit into the course/curriculum

	· Students discover the major features of daily life in medieval European societies. Students investigate the major events and influences of the era and determine how they shaped medieval society. Students apply their understandings to compare communities in medieval times with their own communities today; 

· Students will be researching and designing a castle out of recycled items and compare/contrast to modern houses of today.

Overall Ontario Curriculum Expectation:

· Relate significant elements of medieval societies to comparable aspects of contemporary Canadian communities;

	Specific Expectations

What will students be able to do/know by the end of the lesson

	· Describe characteristics of castles and houses and how they are different and similar
· Formulate questions to guide research (e.g. why did castles have moats? Why do we not use moats in the contemporary time? Etc.)


	Resources
	Strategies
	Student Groupings

	Equipment and Materials

· Internet

· Books on medieval times

· Cardboard boxes

· Toilet/paper towel rolls

· Decorations (popsicle sticks, glitter, pipe cleaners, buttons, etc)

· Glue

· Construction paper

· Chart paper 

· Markers/pencil crayons

· Scissors


	· Brainstorming

· Discussion

· Direct Instruction


	· Pairs

· Whole class



	Specific Content

	Motivation and Recap: 10 minutes (DAY 1)

Grab and focus student attention

	· Introduce students to castles by showing them a picture of a castle and a modern day contemporary house;
· Ask them to describe what they see in both pictures and compare and contrast – “what can you see in each picture? Do you see any similarities and differences?”
**** Have a bunch of books and resources out about castles and medieval times ****

**** note that the students would have prior knowledge before this lesson on life in the medieval times and the differences and similarities between today’s society and the medieval era ****

ESL/ELL: The recap is being done with the use of pictures and other visual aids.  This will help the ESL/ELL students follow along and be more confident in the theme of the lesson.

Jason: Will work with the EA. The EA will have a photocopied version of the pictures. Instead of telling the EA the differences and similarities, Jason can circle the similarities and cross out the differences


	Body: 15 minutes (DAY 1)

Give and/or demonstrate necessary information

	· Discuss with students about some of the differences they see in each picture and why they think it is so. For example, why don’t we need a moat around our houses today? Why do you think they needed to have a draw bridge instead of a door?
· Talk about the different architecture used in building a castle vs. house (ie. they used mortar, we use cement), the size of the castle relative to the house, the different passages in the castle (what is the significance of the passages? Why don’t we have them today?), the location (castles are build on top of high hills), the importance of an inner and outer wall in a castle, etc.
Jason: Will work with the EA. The EA will have a photocopied version of the pictures. Instead of telling the EA the differences and similarities, Jason can circle the similarities and cross out the differences

· While they are brainstorming ideas, make sure to write them down on chart paper (concept map) so that students can later on refer; 
ESL/ELL: This should help the ESL/ELL student to grasp the lesson as it is a visual representation of the concepts.  Also since the ideas are represented with only words and pictures, the lesson will be less complicated and easier to decode. 
Jason: Can write down new vocabulary words into his wordbook and their definitions to refer back later on. The wordbook will be used later on in assessing Jason’s grasp of the new vocabulary of the theme.

· Inform the students that they are do a research project with a partner on the architecture of a castle and to reproduce one using recycled household items
**** students should have brought in a generous amount of recycled household items from the beginning of the unit; letter was sent out the parents asking for materials ****

· Instruct the students to first collect information about castles and modern houses by doing research (sources can be from books, internet, artifacts, etc.) with a partner
Jason: Can refer to websites that are written in his own language to conduct research and use the internet translator to help with his own knowledge and understanding.

· After finishing the research, the student is then to construct the castle using the materials brought in from home.
· Inform the students that at the end of the project they are to present their castle(s) along with a compare and contrast with today’s modern houses. 


	Check for Understanding:  25 minutes (Day 1) + 30 minutes (Day 2)

key words or questions

	· Hand out checklist for the project (task card) as well as the rubric and go over both handouts (attached) with the students so they know what they need to do - *** mention that there is also a write up portion – just a chart to compare and contrast the differences between a castle and a modern day home 
ESL/ELL: Directions are being given both verbally and in written form.  This will allow the student to recheck the directions and look up words in a dictionary if necessary.   

Jason: Have EA go over checklist with Jason to make sure he understands what it is that he is supposed to do. 

· Students will have time at home and during class to work on the project – allotted times during the day (i.e. computer/library class to do research, writing/English class to do the write up, social studies class to build structure. this brings in a cross- curriculuar theme)
· Have students choose their partners quickly and bring students to the computer room/library to find information
ESL/ELL: For students that are less comfortable with the directions, a buddy system will be used.  The whole class will be doing this project in groups of two or three.  Students who are ESL/ELL will be paired with a native speaker whose personality complements theirs.

Jason: Will be paired with Student X, who is patient, very friendly and sociable.

***Closure for Day one***
· Make sure to ask students if they have any questions or concerns to come up and ask you

· Ask them to have the research and write up ready by the due date so that next class they will be working on building their castles

*** Open for Day Two ***

· This day will be used for building the castle (students should have already done the research and write up portion of the project. If the students are not finished, it will be taken home as homework

· Students are to present their work next social studies class
ESL/ELL: Throughout the lessons, the teacher will float around the class checking for understanding and keeping the students on track.  The teacher will take special care to ensure she/he speaks to all the ESL/ELL student and checks for understanding of the lesson concepts and procedure.  If the student seems to not completely understand what is expected of him/her then the teacher should try again to explain.  This second attempt can be done through the assistance of other student who speaks the same language, online translators, and/or visual aids.
Jason: Teacher or EA can approach Jason and see if he needs assistance with the project



	Closure: 20 minutes (Day 2)

Recap key concepts, look ahead

	· Have students come up and present their artwork – if time is a constraint, present the following day (Assessment: use assessment rubric attached). 
Depending on the ESL/ELL students comfort level, they will be asked to present their work along with their group.  However, if the student is not comfortable they should not be forced into this activity as the embarrassment might be very damaging to them at this level of language development.
Jason: Does not feel comfortable as of yet to present in front of the class. Therefore he has the option of standing up in front of the class with his partner or sitting down. Student X that Jason has been paired with was notified about Jason’s accommodations and is okay with this.

· Put them on display in the classroom


	Purpose
	Student Performance:
What students will do/produce 

	- Diagnostic

- Formative
	· 3D structure of a castle along with a write up to compare and contrast modern day homes vs. castle

· Students will then present information collected (3 mins max) of their findings

· ESL/ ELL students are to produce a list of words related to castles and modern houses in their wordbook. For example window, door, inside, outside, bridge, moat etc.
***as long as students show initiative and effort into making and presenting the final product and it corresponds to the requirements on the rubric and checklist, the lesson should ideally be effective***



	Tools
	Knowledge and Skills:

What specific knowledge and skills are you targeting in their work? 

	-observation

-assessment      rubric
	Knowledge:

· Describing the characteristics of castles and modern day houses

Skills:

· Use primary and secondary sources to locate information

· Use media works, oral presentations, written notes and descriptions and drawings to communicate information about life in medieval society 
Learning Skills:

· Connection of life in the medieval times to life in modern times in terms of housing. What is similar? What is different? 

References:

Ministry of Education. (2004). The Ontario Curriculum Social Studies Grades 1 to 6, History and Geography Grades 7 and 8 (Revised). Queen’s Printer: Ontario.

Castlesontheweb. (2009). Castles on the Web.  Retrieved on January 24, 2009 from http://www.castlesontheweb.com/ 



	Contingency Plans/ Possible Extension Activities

	· Further research can be done on the aspects of castle life. For example, community structure – lord, knights, squires, men-at-arms, workers; sports and entertainment; heraldry; justice; conflict and defense.
· Students can be divided up into groups (one group being lords, one group being knights, etc) and conduct research into their duties and their lifestyles
· The students can present this in a form of a play (incorporating drama – cross curriculuar theme)
· Good resource to use is http://timeref.com/ 
· ESL/ELL: students will design a coat of arms (attached assignment). The student is able to express his cultural diversity into the design of the coat of arms along with learning about what it represents within the medieval era.


	Accommodations

	Gifted students: Students can use Photoshop to create a blue print of what the castle looks like inside (this is more complex since further research needs to be done on the different parts of the castle and not all these parts can be represented using a built model). *** note that students are familiar with Photoshop and comfortable enough to create project ***

Fine Motor Skill Difficulties: Can be given the option of crayons and markers to draw their castle. They can draw a layout of what the castle looks like inside and outside

Visual/Hearing Impairments: Place mini version of visual aid/exemplar on their desk to help with ease. Bigger prints during lesson and have students sit closer to board and annunciate words clearly.

ESL /ELL students Overall:
We are using extra resources, support, visual aids, and expectations to provide extra support and reasonable and achievable goals for ESL/ELL students.
Resources:  extra resources are being used to provide the students with methods of vocabulary building, translation, and to develop new comprehension Examples of resources in clued the follow: Picture dictionary, word books, word wall, internet access (translator web sites, educational resources in their native language)
Support: extra support will be used to give the students the one-on-one attention that will be needed to help the student grasp concepts without disrupting the entire class when the student is having difficulty. Examples of support includes the following:  educational Assistant,  Peer assistance
Visual Aids:  visual aids will be used to help students individually and independently follow the lessons, directions and key concepts. This will be useful in facilitating the student to feel less dependent on other methods of classroom support such as their peers and teachers. Also, visual aids are useful for the whole class and not just for ESL/ELL learners (i.e. students with visual impairments would benefit from the use of visual aids) Examples of visual aids are: labels throughout the classroom, pictures that correspond with the lessons being taught, and manipulatives when possible.

Expectations:  According to the text, it would be unreasonable to expect the same outcomes from an ESL/ELL student.  Therefore in this lesson, different expectations have been included for individual ESL students.  For example we have noted that ESL students should not be expected to verbally present their castle if they do not feel comfortable.  They will however be expected to learn new words that are associated with this lesson and theme.

ESL/ELL Specific Student (Jason):
Jason has only been in Canada for the past six months.  He is from Afghanistan and has had little exposure to the English Language.  Jason also shows some very strong signs of Autism such as difficulty making eye contact, picking up social norms, and interacting with peers.   Testing has shown that his educational background would put him in the grade 1 learning level in most areas. His oral comprehension is around  the kindergarten level. 

The goals of Jason’s IEP reflect a desire for the development of interpersonal, social, and life skills. Jason needs to learn how to interact in a positive manner with his peers (social skills) as well as learn ways to become more independent and self sufficient.  He also needs to improve his basic communication skills in English.   It would be unreasonable to expect Jason to perform at the level of his peers, however inclusion is important.  For this lesson Jason will participate in the creation of a castle and presentation of his groups work.  An EA will work with him, guiding him towards concepts and ideas taught in class by asking leading questions.  For example,  “How did the people in the Castle protect themselves?”  “What is similar and different about a castle and your house?”  The EA would also ensure that Jason stays on task and that he remains calm and happy with the lesson.  

It would also be useful for Jason to create a concept map about what he has learned in the lesson instead doing a write up with his peers.  Jason could show what he has learned through the use of simple words, pictures, and connecting lines.  This concept map can be presented to the teacher either privately or during class depending on the student comfort level. Jason has a choice to write the concept map by hand or to use the inspiration program to do so.  Jason’s work and his explanation, will basis of his evaluation.  


Checklist for Castle Project

A) Research the layout of a castle so that you can compare and contrast it to the layout of a modern house with your partner. Use difference sources such as the internet, books from the library, encyclopedias, information from the museum, artifacts, etc.

B) You are to then do a write up to compare and contrast the castle you will be building vs. a modern house – i.e. castles have moats, modern day houses don’t; we no longer need moats as defense because we have security systems in place such as a guard dog or alarm system. Your write up should be no longer than 1 - 2 pages. Double spaced size 12 Times New Roman font.

Due Date: Part A and B is due on __________________

C) You are required to build a castle using recycled materials (i.e. cardboard boxes, toilet paper roles, cereal boxes, containers, etc). You should start to save these materials and will be required to bring them into class. 

Your castle needs to be able to stand on its own with the following requirements:

1) Castle Walls

2) At least 3 types of defensive strategies – the keep, the sentry walk, the moat, the inner and outer bailey/gatehouse, the curtain, the drawbridge, etc.

Due Date: Part C is due on _____________________

D) You are to present your findings to the class with your partner. Your presentation should consist of a description of your castle and a comparison and contrast of your castle to the modern day house (use your write up to help you).
Due Date: Part D is due on ________________________



*** You will have time during class and at home to work on your project. Please use your time wisely! ***

*** Attached is a rubric to give you a guideline for your project ***
Assessment Rubric – Castle & write up Presentation

	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	Demonstrating Understanding
	Demonstrates limited ability in understanding the information and ideas and has difficulty summarizing information

ESL/ELL: demonstrates understanding by noting key terms in wordbook. Should have a min of 5 words
	Demonstrates some degree in understanding the information and ideas by summarizing important information

ESL/ELL: demonstrates understanding by noting key terms in wordbook. Should have a min of 10 words
	Demonstrates a considerable degree in understanding the information and ideas by summarizing important information with detail

ESL/ELL: demonstrates understanding by noting key terms in wordbook along with simple definition. Should have a min of 10 words
	Demonstrates a high degree in understanding the information and ideas in a variety of oral texts by summarizing important information with detail

ESL/ELL: demonstrates understanding by noting key terms in wordbook along with simple definition. Should have a min of 15 words

	Communication & Presentation

ESL/ELL students will not be graded on their communication abilities during the presentation.  However, constructive feedback will be given when it would be deemed helpful.
	Expresses and organizes information with limited effectiveness – there is no clear expression or logical organization in oral and visual forms. Student cannot link and relate what they have done to what they have learned orally or has trouble communicating in a clear coherent manner. 


	Expresses and organizes ideas and information with some effectiveness – students can link some ideas and concepts in the lesson in relation to the poster. Communicates in a clear, coherent manner, presenting ideas, opinions and information in an understandable form.
	Expresses and organizes ideas and information with some considerable effectiveness – students can relate most ideas and concepts taught in class to the presentation.  Communicates in a clear, coherent manner, presenting ideas, opinions and information in a logical form.


	Expresses and organizes ideas and information with a high degree of effectiveness – students can relate all ideas and concepts. Communicates in a clear, coherent manner, presenting ideas, opinions and information in a logical form. Student is able to captivate audience.

	Research & Application
	Student has limited ability to gather information to support ideas for writing using a variety of strategies and oral, print and electronic sources. They have gathered information that is not relevant and/or adequate for the purpose of the presentation and needs to do more research

ESL/ELL: Student has little understanding of the directions and expected outcomes.  Due to this limited understanding, the majority of the lesson is spent being unproductive. 
	Student demonstrates to some degree the ability to gather information to support ideas for writing using a variety of strategies and oral, print and electronic sources. They have gathered information that relevant and/or adequate for the purpose of the presentation however, more research needs to be done.

ESL/ELL: Student somewhat understands what is expected of them. They contribute to their group where possible but often do not grasp what they should be doing to be of assistance to their group.
	Student demonstrates a considerable degree in their ability to gather information to support ideas for writing using a variety of strategies and oral, print and electronic sources. They have gathered information that is relevant and/or adequate for the purpose of the presentation \

ESL/ELL: Student grasps what is expected of them and contributes to their group in a helpful and positive manner. He/She participates in SOME of the following areas: research, presentation, and the development of the Castle.
	Student demonstrates an exceptional ability to gather information to support ideas for writing using a variety of strategies and oral, print and electronic sources. They have gathered information that is exceptionally relevant and/or adequate for the purpose of the presentation.

ESL/ELL: Student grasps what is expected of them and contributes to their group in a helpful and positive manner.  He/She participates in ALL of the following areas: research, presentation, and the development of the Castle.


Group Members: ____________

Total:           /12 Marks

Teacher Self-evaluation: The teacher will know that the student is successful when:

· Student is able to understand what the overall objective of the assignment 

· When students are able to share the responsibility of producing the castle and write up with their partner (with exceptions of ESL/ELL learners)

· When the student is able to achieve at least a level 3 from the rubric (with accommodations noted about in red for ESL/ELL students)

· Successful at teaching a lesson without isolating ‘regular’ students from the ESL/ELL learners. Often teachers focus on their ESL/ELL or differentiated learners more than their ‘regular’ students. We need to be sure that the needs of all students are being met.

· ESL are progressing according to their individual literacy and comprehension goals

