This lesson plan is for ESL students amalgamated in the mainstream class, who can understand basic English and are working on basic writing and comprehension skills. 

	Lesson Plan- Developing a Healthy Lifestyle Plan

	Subject: English
Grade level: Grade 8
Students: 24 students (3 ESL)
Time:  90 minutes



	Description and goal of lesson:

As part of the Reading Response (RR) journal, students will be required to respond to a variety of reading material throughout the year. In this particular lesson, students are asked to read a newspaper article on-line and then write a response, critique or a subsequent newspaper article. ESL students will be required to pick 3 newspaper/magazine photos and write a story (fiction or non-fiction) about these photos, and they will be given the option to search for the photos online or in a paper copy of a newspaper or magazine.
Overall goals:  

· To become familiar with News Paper articles and learn how they can be used effectively in research.

· To appreciate the research and writing process of journalists.

· To develop Internet application and navigation skills.

· To develop presentation skills

· To develop critical thinking skill

· To reinforce basic word processing skills by fulfilling a preset criteria.

· To introduce students to various websites, with an emphasis on sites covering current events.

· Become familiar with Newspaper articles and photos and how they are used in our everyday lives. 

· To develop Internet application and navigation skills

· To develop presentation skills

· To develop story writing skills

· To develop English language writing and understanding

· Contingency plan – if student is unable to navigate computer, newspapers and articles in hard copy will be available for them to browse through and cut out pictures.



	Ontario curricular expectations:
Overall goals:  Students will:

· Generate, gather, and organize ideas and information to write for an intended purpose and audience;  (primary goal for ESL learners)
· Draft and revise their writing, using a variety of informal, literacy, and graphic forms and stylistic elements appropriate for the purpose and audience; (not for ESL students)

· Use editing, proofreading, and publishing skills and strategies, and knowledge of language conventions, to correct errors, refine expression, and present their work effectively (ESL students will be given the opportunity to review their work with the teacher and make appropriate corrections)
Specific goals: 

· Developing Ideas (ESL – primary goal)

· Organizing Ideas (ESL – primary goal)
· Form (ESL – primary goal)

· Sentence Fluency (ESL – primary goal)
· Spelling (ESL – Secondary goal)

· Vocabulary (ESL – Secondary goal)
· Punctuation (ESL – Secondary goal)
· Grammar (ESL – Secondary goal)


	Materials: 

· Computer Lab where internet access and word processing is available.

· Newspapers and Magazines for students to cut pictures from (ESL accommodation)

· Scissors and Glue (ESL accommodation)

Key concepts and/or skills to be learned:

This activity helps students understand the writing and research processes of journalists. Using a pertinent press release, students are asked to write a response, critique or a subsequent article based on chosen article. Skills in language, communication, and keyboarding are also enriched in the process. ESL students are working on basic comprehension and language skills via story writing. If the student is comfortable using the computer, these skills will be considered in the assessment; however, they will not be penalized if they do not. 



	Student Groupings and Instructional Strategies: 
Inductive instructional strategy used with Grammar, and Writing techniques – ongoing, at the start of each class (Caught’Ya book)

Students will work independently.

ESL students may obtain assistance on web searches from peers or they may choose to work independently using the hard copies of newspapers and magazines.



	Open:                                                                            (Time: 20min)

Begin lesson with daily Caught’Ya exercise (Grammar practice). ESL students participate by re-writing the paragraph/sentence from the overhead and attempt to make appropriate grammatical corrections. They will learn from their peers in the discussion that takes place by hearing words and sentences in context, which will help them to understand the language.  Individual assignments are not marked however they are used as an indication of their progress over the year. 


	Body:                                                                             (Time: 25 min)

Review instructions on critiquing and writing newspaper articles.

Provide a newspaper article and read aloud to students. Discuss separately with ESL students – show them newspaper photos, and ask them to think of a story they would like to tell about the three photos.   


	Close:                                                                             (Time: 45 min)

1. Demonstrate a web search for a newspaper article. Have another student help ESL students with process for photos. 

2. Review word processing skills/functions. 

3. Have the students read the newspaper article read in class and search the Internet for newspaper articles similar to this release. ESL students may find pictures that appeal to them (meaningful context).
4. Review criteria for the assignment. 250-500 words (100-500 for ESL students) Pictures/graphics for all students 


	Assessment: 
· Newspaper Article – Idea Development and organizations, grammar, spelling, punctuation, form, vocabulary and sentence fluency. 

· Presentation – Communication skills

· Story – ideas, organization, clarity(Law & Eckes, 2000); verb tense, spelling, grammar (secondary)

· Presentation – if student is comfortable (contingency plan – tell story to other ESL learner in class (one on one, rather than in front of entire class)

ESL students will be marked on their English language comprehension and for their overall improvement in English grammar and fluency. Caught’ya exercises for ESL students will allow instructor to assess their own teaching skills based on the student’s development. 
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