LESSON: Tableaux Development

GRADE: 6/ 7

SUBJECT: Drama

TIME: 

60 Minutes: 20 Minutes- Introduction, 30 Minutes- Main Activity, 10 Minutes- Discussion

MATERIALS:

Clear overhead sheets

Markers

Overhead Projector

OBJECTIVES:

General Learning Objectives: Students will be able to perform and productively critique tableaux performances.

Specific Learning Objectives: Students will be able to follow instructions and understand how to portray emotions through tableaux using their faces and bodies.  Students will also be able to create and perform three short tableaux scenes that tell a story with a beginning, middle and end.

BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE:

This is a summative activity. Prior to this lesson, students have had basic instruction on how to use their bodies to communicate and have been in groups many times making them comfortable working with each other. Students acquired writing skills involving story development; therefore, they are aware of the different components of a story. 

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITIES:

TIME: 20 Minutes

Pass Around Faces

Before this activity is started, introduce the class to emotions by having an overhead with pictures showing different expressions (ie. happy, sad).  Ask the class what emotion each face is showing, and write the name of the emotion underneath the face.  After they have identified all the faces, ask students to create their own frozen faces showing emotional reactions just reviewed (ie. happy, sad, etc). 

Set the class up in small circles of four to six. Remind students that no talking is permitted. A volunteer is chosen and instructed to make a face and freeze while everyone studies the face. The volunteer must remain frozen and remove the face as if a mask made out of plaster. Carefully, being conscious of the shape and the frailty of the mask, they must pass it to the next person – watching that they do not turn it upside-down. The receiver must put on the mask exactly as they had seen it on the volunteer, trying to mimic the facial expression as closely as possible, holding it for a few seconds before passing it on. The second time around the circle the last person, before the volunteer, may change or reword the mask as if the plaster were wet again, and continue with a new and hopefully completely different mask expression. 

Freeze Like…

Explain the activity to ELL students in the previous class and give them a handout of phrases to study that will be used for this activity.  Go over the sheet with ELL students, making sure they understand the meaning of the phrases.  If needed, practice freezing to some of the difficult phrases so that the students will understand how the activity works.

Students are asked to walk around the room.  The instructor will say “freeze like…” (ie. Freeze like you are walking a dog) and complete the sentence with a description that the class must listen to and then complete the instructions.  This lesson can be modified to focus on different topics of study (ie. emotions, genres, etc.)

LESSON DESCRIPTION:

TIME: 30 Minutes

Before the activity starts, use an overhead projector and review plotline with all students so that they clearly understand the importance of a beginning, middle and end to a story.  Create an example plotline and have strong drama students act out the beginning, middle and end of the story.  Briefly discuss the example with the class and address any questions.  Place ELL students with strong drama students who will work well as a group and incorporate everyone’s ideas.  Walk around monitoring students and offer extra help to ELL students as needed.

Students are divided into groups of no more then five.  Once the groups are created, the following oral instructions will be given.  Each group will be asked to create their own series of three tableaux poses that tell a story about an outing with friends.  The tableaux poses are divided so that each scene represents a clear beginning, middle and end.  It will be the responsibility of the group to create a plot and create poses that accurately show the audience what is happening.  One member of the group will also act as the narrator and will be asked to give a brief synopsis of each scene.  Groups will only have eight minutes to complete the activity meaning that students must work efficiently and cooperatively.  After the groups complete their tableaux, the class will discuss their storyline and offer comments about the presentation.   

Assessment: 

Students will be assessed on the following criteria:

•
How actively they participated in the activities

•
Understanding of developing a plot with a beginning, middle and end

•
Use of  body and facial expressions used to create the scene

•
How well they communicated with their group

ELL students will be judged on the same criteria, however, modifications may be made due to their understanding of English instruction.

