	Subject: Canadian History- Resistance to the Holocaust

Grade level: 10

Students: between 20-30

Time: 75

ESL Context:

· Students are primarily from low socio-economic background

· Some are refugees from war torn areas such as Sudan- these students will be able to understand and relate to war, genocide and being discriminated against for who you are; Since they are all new to Canada they understand the idea of being teased for who they are, where they come from and what they believe, they understand the concept of being “different” and what it means to fight back or resist. 

· Most of the class is from South East Asian countries

· 80% of the class is Muslim

· Most of the class are level two or three ESL and therefore their oral communication is quite good; however, writing and reading still need a lot of work

· The students are very self motivated to learn English and all of them work very hard at their language skills

	Description and goal of lesson: 

  Upon the completion of this lesson students will be able to: Recount the historical outline of the Holocaust; Analyze and discuss the evidence of resistance to the Holocaust preserved in archival documents and in oral traditions; Discuss the moral questions and dilemmas inherent in confrontation with and resistance to the Nazi regime

Upon completion of the lesson the students should know what the Holocaust is, be able to explain what resistance was, know what a moral dilemma is, and know that there are a variety of moral dilemmas connected to the Holocaust with regards to resistance

Guiding Question: What kind of actions constituted resistance, and what were the components of the decision to implement those actions during the Holocaust?

What was resistance? hat made people resist? What were the different forms of resistance?

	Ontario curricular expectations: 

Overall Expectation: Grade 10 history: Communities: local, national and global

Specific Expectation: analyze the impact of external forces and events on Canada and its policies since 1914 Specific Expectation: explain the impact in Canada of the experience and memory of the Holocaust (eg immigration of Holocaust survivors; introduction of human rights legislation; policy dealing with hate crimes and Nazi war criminals, nature of response to occurrences of genocide/ethnic cleansing in the world after World War II; participation in International War Crimes tribunal) 

Specific Expectation: analyze significant events related to the Holocaust (eg: rise of anti-Semitism and Nazism; Kristallnacht; establishment of ghettos, concentration camps and death camps) and Canada’s response to those events


	Materials: None

Key concepts and/or skills to be learned: Students should be able to: define the meaning of the “Holocaust” and who all the victims were, what kind of actions constituted resistance and what were the components of the decision to implement those actions during the Holocaust?  Writing as relatives or friends of those involved students will be able to consider the value and significance of such actions in the context of the Holocaust and of the larger war against Nazi domination. 

Students should be able to explain what the Holocaust was and what resistance was. By writing a journal entry students will be able to consider the value and significance of such actions in the context of the Holocaust

	Student Groupings and Instructional Strategies:

Students will be in groups of 8-9 students each working together on the activities.

Instructional Strategies: 

Direct Training- The introduction of the lesson will be a short lecture in which the teacher will introduce the topic and review last week’s lessons

Learning Cycle- The student discussions could be done based on this method, as the questions are all related to personal experiences, moral issues, and events. 

Unguided Cycle- Some student groups might prefer this method.  Framing the moral dilemmas within the larger sense of the war.  They would work by formulating reasons, investigating the issue and then questioning their answers.


	Open:                                                                                            (Time: 25minutes)
Take attendance- 5 minutes

Holocaust review from previous lesson- 10 minutes

Introduce new topic- 10 minutes

	Body:                                                                            (Time: 40 minutes)

Before the lesson begins explain what a moral dilemma is, allow them time to ask questions, give examples of various moral dilemmas they might understand (ie: is it okay to steal if someone is starving?)

Students should spend 10-15 minutes writing down their own answers to the questions in point form. They will then read their ideas to their group and listen to the other members share their ideas.

The students will discuss their different ideas for 15 minutes

The class will come together for 10-15 minutes and each group will present two or three ideas from their discussion to the rest of the class

Students will hand in their point form answers to the teacher following the lesson.

 Moral Dilemmas: Risk and Resistance: In this activity students will begin to explore the moral dilemmas implicit in resistance to the Holocaust through a class debate. Divide the class into three groups then assign one set of questions to each group. Students in each group should discuss the following questions
Group 1: In a society where all the forces of law and order are directed against one, what can be accomplished by violent resistance? What are the likely outcomes of violent resistance, for the fighter and for those whom he he or she intends to protect?

What can be accomplished by violent resistance, if anything?

What will most likely happen to the fighter during an episode of violent resistance?

Group 2: It was common during the Holocaust for a group, even a whole community, to be punished for a single individuals’ violation of the rules. Is it right to risk bringing such retribution down on one’s relatives and friends by challenging the forces of law and order? And what hope would one have of significantly weakening those forces in any case?

Is it right to challenge the rules if you are putting other people at risk?

What do you think the resistors chances of weakening the Nazis were? Why?
Group 3: Guide discussion on these questions towards a recognition of the absolute desperation faced by those persecuted in the Holocaust and a realization within the students that the impulse to resist is not extinguished even in such desperate conditions 
Each group should present the questions they were assigned and the findings of their discussion to the rest of the class. Students should be careful to weigh all sides to the issues in their discussion



	Close:                                                                             (Time: 10 minutes)

Bring the whole class together and ask them to reflect on what they learned and how they feel about the topics. 

Ensure that all ESL students understood the lesson; ask them to define the Holocaust and resistance.  Give them some time at the end of the lesson to ask questions. 

	Assessment:

 Have the class return to the questions raised by violent resistance. Have each student imagine that he or she is a family member or friend of a resistance fighter during the Holocaust. They have learned about preparations for a violent attack again the Nazi authorities and have an opportunity to send a letter to the resistance fighter expressing their feelings about their upcoming attack.  Have students write letters weighing their feelings for their relative or friend against their feelings about the value and significance of such an act of resistance in the context of the Holocaust and in the larger context of the war against Nazi domination. 

For ESL students, allow them to write a journal entry as if they were the Holocaust survivor and what life is like for them

The journal entry will be written in point form and the students will slowly work on creating sentences and writing full paragraphs

	Accommodations: 

· Take into account student’s IEPs

· For ESL students: provide questions on which to base the discussion on with easier vocabulary. 

· Give them extra time to read about the Holocaust so that they understand the general idea, what happened and why it happened

· If they are from refugee countries give them the opportunity to relate the Holocaust to something they know and understand

· If students have a personal connection to the Holocaust talk to them about it, and make sure they are emotionally set to partake in the assignment.
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