Lesson Plan: Emily Carr








Part of Unit: Art and Artists

Rationale/ Student Background Information:

This lesson is designed for a high school ESL class in XXXX.  The students range from grades 9-11 (ages 14-17).  The class is a level 2 ESL writing class.  There are 18 students in the class and all except one student from Afghanistan come from Asian countries such as China, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Korea and Japan.  Most of the students are in their very first year of high school in XXXX and they have been in this class since September of this school year.  

They attend this ESL writing course 2 or 3 times a week (depending on the day 1 or day 2 schedule) for 80 minutes per class.  I find that the students have an intermediate level of reading and writing, but are at a beginner level for speaking.  There are problems with pronunciation that interfere with understanding students when listening to them speak. 

Since the students have been in Canada for such a short time, it is important for them to learn about some Canadian history, including artists. That is why I have chosen to do a lesson about Emily Carr. 

For my objectives, I have used the Canale and Swain competency framework.  In my lesson I have stated the linguistic, discoursal, sociocultural and strategic goals for the lesson. 

Lesson Sequence for Unit Goals
Lesson 1 – Vocabulary, past tense, meaning of text (checking for comprehension)

Lesson 2 – Perseverance and self-confidence, mood and feeling that art conveys

Lesson 3 – Students explore other Canadian artists by going to the library and researching

Lesson 4 – Students continue their research in the library

Lesson 5 – Students present a written assignment to present their artist and they present their artist to the class in an oral presentation 

LESSON 1

Topic: Emily Carr, a Canadian Painter
General Goals/ Aims: 

SWBAT describe Emily Carr’s life as an artist and recognize her artwork.  They will be able to discuss and write about Emily Carr’s self-confidence and perseverance to become a successful artist.  They will be able to talk and write about their own feelings and the importance of self confidence.

Measurable Objectives:
LINGUISTIC: 
SWBAT use “feeling” sentences using adjectives in order to describe how they relate to the art.  For example:


“The paintings make me feel….”


“I feel ________ when I look at the paintings.”


“The paintings are_______”


“The paintings create a mood of_______”


The students will use qualitative adjectives to describe the paintings.


-Adjectives about feeling/mood: Ex. dark, happy, floral, sad etc.


-Adjective about perception: Ex. feel, see, hear, notice etc

DISCOURSAL:
SWBAT identify and discuss the challenges that Emily Carr faced during her life as an artist. They will be able to relate this to their own challenges.

SOCIOCULTURAL: SWBAT discuss how life was not easy for a woman artist at the time, but how it is important to not give up in life and to persevere to be successful. They will be able to identify the social conditions at the time and compare the independence of women in Canada and in their native country today.

STRATEGIC:
SWBAT use a dictionary to overcome misunderstandings and to learn more adjectives.

Procedure: 

-Housekeeping (attendance, record keeping, etc.) (5 minutes)

Hook:  

Present students with 4 or 5 samples of Emily Carr’s paintings.

Show them the images and ask them to describe each painting by giving adjectives.

They need only to say the adjective.  The teacher will write the students’ adjectives on the board as a type of brainstorming activity. 


(10 mins)

Development: 

1.
After reviewing the passage on Emily Carr, the students will work in partners to 


complete the following sections of questions from the handouts.  The teacher will 


go over the sections and questions with the students on the overhead, and answer any 


questions they may have.  They will complete the following sections:

· Remembering Details

· Inferences

· Interpretation #1

(20 mins)

2.
As a revision of the hook activity, the students will complete the four sentences by writing them in their notebooks.


“The paintings make me feel….”


“I feel ________ when I look at the paintings.”


“The paintings are_______”


“The paintings create a mood of_______”


Once completed, the students will work in partners and orally share their answers.  

The teacher will pick 3 or 4 volunteers to come to the front of the class and share their sentences. 

(15 min)

3.
The teacher will lead a discussion with students which speaks about the hardships that Emily Carr faced as a female artist. In the “Interpretation” section of questions, the class will discuss #1 and #3: 


#1: “Emily Carr had to endure some hard times when money was a problem.  This was the price she paid for dedication to her art work.  If you were an artist, could you see yourself staying as dedication to your art as Emily Carr did?  Despite hardships? Is it worth it? 


Can the students think of any other famous people who had to endure hardships to become successful?  How about non-famous people?


#3: “Why could Emily Carr be called ‘The Lonely Artist’? 


(20 min)

Wrap-Up:

The teacher explains that for homework, the students will have to complete question #3 in written form.  They are to write two paragraphs.  One paragraph will describe why they believe Emily Carr can be called “The Lonely Artist” (3 – 4 sentences). The second paragraph will describe a situation that was hard for them and that they had to overcome. How did they feel during this situation?  How did they overcome hardship?  The homework assignment will be handed in to be corrected the following day. 

(10 min)

Follow-Up:

The teacher will collect the homework the next day.  The students will continue their study of Emily Carr by completing the exercises and doing research of an artist

Assessment: Student:

Using an observation checklist, I will determine whether or not each of the objectives have been met (see list above) during the class procedure.

Self-Assessment: Teacher:

During the lesson, I will make notes on a hard copy of my lesson plan as to how well the class responded and interacted to the activities listed in my procedure. At the end of the lesson, I will note on the hard copy how I could have changed some of my interventions to overcome any difficulties I noted during the lesson.

