Register
A register is an occupational variety or style of language. A register is used in a domain. A domain is that area of language in which a given register is used. Some of the vocabulary and syntax of a register may be described as jargon, which is the specialist terminology of a register and its users. However the word "jargon" has a rather critical side to it, more often used by people who do not feel part of that group.
While a dialect is based on a geographical area, a register is based on a job or an activity. A group of people have a common interest or employment and use specialist language to describe their activity. Common choices of vocabulary and common expressions consolidate common understanding and reinforce the group. They also tend to keep out those for whom the register is unfamiliar, which again reinforces the unity of the group.

Court Circular: An Example of Changes in Register over Time
The Court Circular is a unique record of the working lives of the Queen and the British Royal Family and is published daily. It records visits by VIPs, Heads of State and diplomats, the events, lunches, state dinners and receptions undertaken by the Royal Family. It is written in very formal style.

The article showed examples of an early Court Circular dated 1785, a recent example from 1998 and a suggested future version. You can find these at www.royal.gov.uk

Read the three examples below and comment on the differences between them.
1785 (LONDON)
Yesterday their Majesties came from Windsor, and last night honored the Theatre with their presence. his day being New Year's Day, their Majesties will appear in the drawing room at St. James's, and receive the compliments of the nobility, gentry, and foreign ministers on the occasion of the day. A poem composed by Paul Whitehead, Poet Laureate, will be sung in the Great Council Chamber.

1998 (BUCKINGHAM PALACE)
September 1: The Duke of York, Patron the Fire Service Sports and Athletics Association, later opened the Fire Services European Volleyball Championships at Huddersfield Sports Centre.
September 2: The Duke of York, Admiral of the Sea Cadets Corps, this evening presented the prizes at the Sea Cadet Association Sailing Regatta, Port Solent, Portsmouth Harbour, and was received by Commander Colin Balfour RN (Vice Lord-Lieutenant of Hampshire).

2006 (PRINCE ANDREW)
Fulfilling his role as Patron of the Fire Service Sports and Athletics Association, the Duke of York recently visited Huddersfield Sports Centre to open the Fire Services European Volleyball Championships. The fun continued the following day when Prince Andrew, Admiral of the Sea Cadets Corps, traveled south to present the prizes at a regatta.
                                             adapted from http://www.putlearningfirst.com/language/15doms/15doms.html

