Techniques
Based on (Brown, 2000)
What are techniques?

Note: be careful of differences in terminology used by various programs, individuals, theorists and in other contexts.

A task is closely associated with the communicative approach and is informed by adult education principles. See my website notes for an in-depth treatment of this type of activity. 

An activity is anything a learner does in the classroom that is organized and facilitated by the teacher for a specific pedagogical objective. Synonymous with practice, behavior, exercise or strategy.
Procedures are the items in a list of pedagogical activities in a lesson or unit plan.

Thus, a technique is the deliberate approach or set of choices that a teacher takes in regards to classroom organization (learner-centered; group work; pair work; lecture, etc.). 

Categorizing Techniques:

manipulation  (teacher-controlled) ( communicative (learner-controlled)

Note that drills can feature:

no possibility of variation of response ( possibility of variation of response
Take a very close look at Brown’s taxonomy of techniques on pp.134- 135; here he makes a distinction between those that are: controlled ( semi-controlled ( free
Materials are what you use in the completion of an activity. Ideally, you design the activity first and then choose, make or adapt the materials for the activity. 

Most teachers will choose and/ or adapt bits and pieces of prepared (commercial) materials to fit into the activity they want to use and augment these with some of their own making.

Many of the better (and more expensive) materials are “photocopiable” (ie. the copyright allows the teacher to legally make copies for the classroom. Many institutions remit a fee to a federal agency that allows a limited amount of the reproduction of copyrighted material. Be careful! Although it is true that most teachers break copyright every day, some institutions carefully monitor this practice. Penalties can be severe.

Textbooks are books that the teacher (or program) assigns to students as the main source or guide for classroom instruction. Textbooks are not the same as texts. Texts are any written or spoken piece of discourse.

Many teachers hate textbooks or other commercially prepared material because they are often restrictive, interfering with the creative or learner-centered aspects of their curriculum design. They also hate being chained to photocopiers (which are often a source of conflict with colleagues; it’s amazing how copiers always seem to break down at critical times!). You will, of course, note that Brown is pushing his own set of course textbooks; they are good examples of the genre, but textbooks nonetheless. 

Nevertheless, commercially produced material saves a lot of time!

Teachers are often assigned a textbook (or series of textbooks) to use by program managers, especially when they work in a program that offers little professional autonomy (or financial remuneration!). In these cases the textbook becomes the curriculum and it is often difficult to develop a truly learner-centered syllabus. This might be fine for novice teachers, but this situation becomes increasingly frustrating for most experienced dedicated teachers.

Sometimes, teachers are specifically told by program administrators to not augment the textbook with other material or creatively use it. In my experience, the more professional (and better paid) the workplace, the less one relies on textbooks.

Also, be careful of teacher resource books (often called a ‘teacher’s edition’) for particular textbooks and materials. They almost always come with the material, but are rarely worth the money (one exception is the resource guide for the Oxford Picture Dictionary).

Look very carefully at Brown’s well thought-out textbook evaluation criteria on p. 142.

Brown provides a very good overview of technology in the classroom. 

Remember, however, that good technology is no replacement for good teaching! Often the interactive aspects of teaching is lost when one overuses any of this technology (there have been some very interesting recent research on the overuse of PowerPoint academically). 

My first (and in many ways most valuable) teaching experience involved nothing more than a blackboard and chalk (no textbook, either!). I was forced to be creative and interactive.

