The History of Equity –or – Equity in History
Summary

Where in the History Curriculum is there leeway to teach students about non-Canadian material?

*Strand: Communities: Local, National and Global 

Specific Expectation

Identify the contributions made by selected regional, provincial, linguistic, ethnic, and/or religious communities to Canada’s multicultural society. 
*Strand: Change and Continuity 

  

Specific Expectation

Identify some major groups of immigrants that have come to Canada since 1914 and describe the circumstances that led to their immigration (push and pull factors).
Explain some of the ways in which the Canadian immigration policies have changed over time (e.g., quotas, point systems, incentives), and how such changes have affected patterns of immigration.
*Strand: Methods of Historical Inquiry and Communication 

 You can use the whole strand to get students to conduct research and write a paper on their background and how it pertains to their Canadian Identity. 
Proto-Racism in Greco-Roman Antiquity 

· Studies have shown how racism started back with the Greeks and not in modern Europe
· Before, race was a set of physical factors like geography or climate, rather than biological traits.

· Biological differences came with Darwin’s theory of evolution and study of biology

· Nazi’s viewed race differently from others opinion of what race means

· Jews, even if converted Christians, were still Jews because of their genetic makeup and all held similar traits passed down from their predecessors

· These Nazis read Greek and Roman mythology which would have been written by the elite, for the elite, with the idea of separating or dividing oneself from barbarians and uneducated society

· Aristotle wrote that Greeks were superior to Europeans and Asians and were therefore able to conquer and rule over.

· Gave reason/justified imperialists, such as Alexander the Great, to go out and conquer.

Some Implications of Social Dominance Theory 

· It is these stereotypes based on race that divide people;

· Some feel empowered, better, superior than individuals due to these stereotypes

· Others feel humiliated, ostracized and targeted due to them

· Both result in dislike/misinformed/incorrect opinions and perceptions between races 

· Study found that students in the social sciences and arts in school held significantly lower racial attitudes with regards to society and politics than those in the physical sciences or business

· Study found that African Americans were the least racist of all cultures, followed by Hispanics, then Asian Americans, and finally the White Euro-Centric

· So the idea is that by identifying and analyzing Consensual Racism, we would be able to examine where these racist ideas originated, why, if they truly are correct/accurate, and how they can be broken or eliminated.

On Ethnocentrism 

· Because nowadays we are so aware of what race we are and what biases that entails or forces upon us, we are at risk moving closer to the same ignorant racial attitudes of the past

· As we as a society continue to study/examine/analyze individuals within a race, and account for their cultural heritage/history, their individual experiences, and the social impositions on them,   we are better able to understand and equate why certain stereotypes or trends are continuing and how they can be stopped and/or improved

· The world is “becoming a ‘Kuwaati Bazaar’ and no longer an English Gentleman’s Club.” 

Eugenics
· First termed in 1883 by Galton
· Humans defined by heredity
· Improving the human species meant ‘breeding out’ the deficiencies
· Using biological arguments to defend social norms 

History of Eugenics in Canada

· Those who didn’t measure up were considered inadequate
· ‘Feeble-minded’ label came with standardized testing in mass schooling 
· Anti-immigration: a popular movement in 1920s-30s

Social Reformers

· What to do with morally unfit people?
· Native, promiscuous women, foreign-born, criminals, and the poor are suspect
· Who were the Canadian eugenicists?
· How extensive was the spread?

The “Grand Narrative” 

· Nationalist narratives that shape public memory in Canada, including public school history curricula, differently affect the inhabitants of an ethnically and culturally diverse society.

· These narratives place some people as inherent members of the “imagined society” of the nation and others as outsiders to that community.

· For some students the curriculum shows that Canada is “the best country in the world”; for others it presents a Canada that is, at best, an alien place, far removed from their day-to-day experience. 

· According to curriculum, “history proper begins with the arrival of Europeans (whether Leif Ericson and the Vikings, John Cabot and the English, or Jacques Cartier and the French)”1 – almost total disregard of other peoples, tracing progress of European resettlement and emphasizing “nation-building.”

· “Grand Narrative” is often not especially good history – it imposes one organized view of the past that starts with the present and works backwards.

· History is taught as if Canada as a state first organized by the British North America Act of 1967 had always existed.

· Three big challenges to reverse this trend:

· First challenge to enable each student to explore his or her past, to construct a narrative that explains how it is that they came to inhabit the common space of the classroom, and to allow other students to see and engage with this narrative.

· Second challenge is to see how this personal history intertwines with those of multiple communities that the young people inhabit, whether their physical neighbourhoods, their ethnic and religious communities, the people on their soccer team, or the people in the communities on the other side of the world to whom they are linked.

· Third challenge is to provide young people with a sense of how the spaces they inhabit have been constructed by people who have gone before.

Conclusions

· There has been a giant step forward in turning history curriculum towards a more equitable approach but there is still more work which needs to be done.

· History textbooks are still predominately written from the white, male, European perspective with some differing perspectives thrown in.  This is a step forward, however, if you compare them with a textbook used in a classroom during the 1950s. 

· Is it possible to include all perspectives in one course?

· More than likely not or extremely difficult to do and make it meaningful but it is important to look at more than one perspective if you want to provide your students with a more inclusive picture.

· It is important to not gloss over the fact that history textbooks used to carry extreme biases but use it has a way to teach students about the changing narrative which can be found throughout Canadian history and any history.
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