Integrating the four skills (modified from Brown, 2000)

Whole language

The recent emphasis on skill integration in the ESL classroom reflects the influence of the whole language approach. You should recall from ch 3 (pp. 48-49) that the whole language approach is based on the view:

· that learning a language takes the form of mastering larger units of language, beyond isolated pieces of morpheme, phoneme, grapheme or word; 

· that oral and written forms interact; and 

· that the written code is as natural and developmental as the oral.

Reasons why interaction often doesn’t take place in ESL programming:

· influence of ‘pre-communicative’ traditions

· administrative convenience

· legitimate reasons for specialization in specific high intermediate or advanced language courses

Within the communicative approach, integration is supported because:

· productive and receptive skills are two sides of the same coin

· interaction means sending and receiving messages

· written and spoken language bear important similarities to each other

· attention is primarily on what the learners can do

· skills reinforce each other

· real and natural use of language involves the integrative use of all four skills 

Although it is difficult (for me) to sometimes see the intrinsic differences between them, Brown has classified integrative approaches into five types:

Content-based instruction

Integrates the learning of specific content with the second language

· examples: immersion/ sheltered/ writing across the curriculum/ ESP

· pointed toward non-language goals

· usually pertains to high intermediate or advanced language levels

· teacher must be a ‘double’ expert 

· beginning level settlement (or survival) ESL is usually NOT classified in this category, although the distinction is somewhat ‘fuzzy’

Theme-based instruction

Language content is organized into non-linguistic themes and topics 

· weak version: subject matter more important than language

· strong version: language learning equal in importance to subject matter

· beginning level settlement (or survival) ESL is usually classified in this category

Experiential learning

Uses activities that utilise both the left and right sides of the brain, contextualise language, integrate skills and have authentic real-world purposes

· the learner is closely involved in the realities of instruction (Kerton & Tate, 1978)

· learner learns by a) doing and b) taking charge of their own learning (Dewey)

· Language Experience Approach (Van Allen & Allen, 1967)

Episode Hypothesis
A discourse will be easier to understand and reproduce if organized in a narrative ‘story line’ (Oller, 1983).

· used by Gouin in his Series Method (1880)

· best examples utilize interconnective sentences

· best examples invoke interest or have suspense

Task-based teaching

The accomplishment of a specific concrete task is central to classroom activities. According to Skehan (1998), a task is an activity in which:

· the meaning is primary

· there is a communicative problem to solve

· there is a relationship to comparable real world activities

· task completion has priority

· assessment of the task is in terms of outcome (successful completion)

Make certain that you distinguish between target tasks (beyond the classroom) and pedagogical tasks.

A task-based curriculum specifies what the learner can do with the target language.

Tasks should be sequenced for functional purposes and the development of pragmatic competence using authentic sources.

