WHAT IS IMPORTANT TO KNOW 

ABOUT YOUR STUDENTS?

Sauve (2000) claims that it is important to know the following learner characteristics as part of a needs assessment before developing your curriculum. 

Education
Work (past, present, future plans)

Gender

Family, friends or other support networks

Ethnic mix in the classroom

Age and life experience

Health

Culture

Language(s)

Race

Degree of integration

Intelligence

Religion and Politics
Do you agree with her? Which of the characteristics are problematic or particular to certain contexts? In your needs assessment, would you add other characteristics? Take some out?

